Catherine Payne, Chief Executive, Southern Star International

Catherine has held the position of Chief Executive of Southern Star International since April 2000. 

Since this time, Southern Star International has grown to become the eighth largest distributor of English language programming outside of the Hollywood studios.

Catherine has worked with Southern Star for 16 years, having sold television programming in all major international markets and in the process, has established an invaluable network of global contacts within the industry and is the most experienced executive in programme distribution in Australia.

In early 2000 Catherine secured the sale of Home and Away to Britain's Channel 5 which remains the largest sale of an Australian television programme in history.

Catherine is responsible for the overall responsibility and management of the Southern Star International division which operates from Sydney, London and Paris, including the management of product acquired from third party producers for distribution.

In recent years, Catherine has expanded the Division's activities to include the procurement of international financing for television product.

Catherine holds a Master of Management from the University of Technology Sydney.
